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President’s Note 
A Serious Challenge for the Chapter 
A Challenge!  No Kidding. 

Have you heard the news? We have been notified from Ft. Leavenworth that there will be 
only one international military student class next year. No more winter class arriving in 

January, including this coming January. Many will be relieved with that news, but now for the 

real story. 

 

There will only be one class. That class will have 120 officers!  And here is our challenge - 

beginning June 2015 - we will need 120 sponsors! 

 



To meet that challenge of an additional 40 sponsors, we need everyone to ask a friend, 

neighbor, relative, or workmate to join us in this amazing program. And sponsoring is more 

fun when your friends and relatives are also sponsoring!  

 
Betty Olberding, our VP Membership, cannot do this job alone.  Sharon Valasek, our chair 

of the Military Sponsorship Committee, cannot do this job alone. It takes all of us.  Betty has 

led Meet and Greet events in neighboring zip codes all over our city. She needs your help to 

attend and bring a guest when the event is in your area. We must pull together to recruit new 

member sponsors to make our goal! 

 

Warm regards, 

Larry Dolci  

 

2014 - 2015 Chapter Priorities 

 

 
 

At our June retreat the Board established three priorities, consistent with the changes at 

CGSC:  

1. Recruit sufficient members to meet the new sponsorship requirements. 

2. Retain existing members. 

3. Develop a comprehensive communications strategy to take advantage of all 

communications media 



 

Members in the News 
Two of our members have received special recognition from People to People International.  

• Gary Lofstrom received the Best Newsletter Award. This is quite an honor for Gary 
and our chapter since he was in competition with all PTPI chapters around the world. 

In addition to the recognition, the chapter received a cash award of $250. 

• Inga Barringer received the PTPI Lifetime Achievement Award for her many 
activities in support of chapter and People to People International functions.  

  

Another member of our chapter, Zahid Awan, was featured in an article, 

"Businessman finds U.S. is still ‘a land of opportunity’" in the July 11, 2014 

Business Section of the Kansas City Star. The article can be found at 

www.kansascity.com/news/business/article706443.html. 

 

Zahid mentions his sponsorship of officers at the CGSC and his 
membership in People to People. The article describes how Zahid has 

become a successful businessman after emigrating from Pakistan and becoming a citizen of 

the United States. 

   

Upcoming Events 
Please continue to follow our calendar of events. More information will be available soon on 

both of these events. 

   

A Celebration of International Friendship - Aug 22 
Presented in Part by the David Beaham Family 
August 22, 2014 
On August 22, 2014, our KC chapter of People 
to People International, in conjunction with the 

Command and General Staff College 

Foundation and the David Beaham Foundation 

is sponsoring a gala at the Kauffman Center for 

the Performing Arts. The event will honor the 

late David Beaham, a longtime supporter of the 

http://gkcptp.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=13475723c6874302bb7c2c2dd&id=dc3f3f5f43&e=eb8c2ad56a


International Military Student (IMS) program at Fort Leavenworth, and the current classes of 

international military students.  

 

The 7:00 p.m. program will begin with a reception in the atrium of the Kauffman Center for 
Performing Arts, followed by a parade of flags carried by the international military students 

and a musical program. This will be a first-class program at a very reasonable price. This 

event will be open to all chapter members, regardless if they are, or are not, currently 

sponsoring an international military student. In fact, bring along some friends that might enjoy 

the event and consider joining the chapter. 

Trust me, you don’t want miss it. Additional details, including how to register and pay, 
will be shared with members in the next few days. 
   

A Day at the Deanna Rose 
Farmstead - Sept 21 
On September 21, 2014, GKCPTP 

will again offer the international 

military students, their sponsors and 

prospective chapter members a day 

at the Deanna Rose Farmstead in 

Johnson County, Kansas. This has 

been a very popular event with the 

international military students and 
chapter members for several years. 

 

The event offers food, fun and a 

chance to spend the day with your 

international military student (and 

family) if you are a sponsor or a 

chance to meet the students and other chapter members if you are not. It is also a great 

event to invite prospective members so they can get a first-hand feel of the fun they’re 

missing (unless they join!).  Details of this event will be communicated in the future.  

 

 
 
 



Chapter Calendar 

 
Note: 14-02 class graduates Dec. 2014; 15-01 class graduates June 2015  

 

 
 
 
 



Volunteers Needed 
Celebration of International Friendship August 22 

Our chapter needs volunteers for the August 22 event at the Kauffman Center for the 

Performing Arts. We'd like the volunteers to come from those planning to attend. You will 

arrive early, take tickets and assist attendees find their seats. Once these tasks are complete 

you can rejoin your companions and enjoy the evening. If you can help out, please contact 
Julie Vosilus at Jvosilus@gmail.com. 

 

Ethnic Enrichment Festival, Swope Park August 15-17 

People to People International, our parent organization, will have a booth this year at the 

annual Ethnic Enrichment Festival in Swope park. It presents an opportunity for our chapter 

to share the mission, activities, etc. of a local chapter with the thousands of internationally-

motivated people that attend the festival. 

  

We invite our members to volunteer as they can during the 3-day event. Shifts can be as 

short as 2 hours or as long as 4 or more hours, depending on your availability. Volunteers 

are granted free entry on the day they volunteer (one free entry per volunteer). 

  

The event days/hours are: 

Friday August 15                       6:00 – 10 p.m. 

Saturday August 16                  12:00 – 10:00 p.m. 
Sunday August 17                     12:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

  

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Jerri Miller at PTPI at 816.531.4701, or 

memberservices@ptpi.org.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jvosilus@gmail.com?subject=Kauffman%20Center%20event%20volunteer
mailto:memberservices@ptpi.org?subject=Ethnic%20Enrichment%20Festival%20volunteer


Holy Field Vineyard & Winery - wine, music and 
great company! 
Betty Olberding, our VP Membership,organized an enjoyable evening for chapter members, 

international military students (and families) and guests at the Holy Field Vineyard & Winery. 

 

 
 

 

   

 



Travel Share: Markels visit Italy & Greek Isles 
By Nelson Markel 

 

We have traveled extensively through Europe, Asia, and the Caribbean over the course of 

our marriage, both for business and pleasure. There were many areas of the world that 
remained on our travel "bucket list". One of those was the Greek Isles. The opportunity finally 

arose earlier this year, and we took advantage of it, booking a 9 day cruise on Holland 

America Lines that started and ended in Rome. 

  

The flight to Rome connected through Chicago and London and seemed to take forever. We 

scheduled it so that we had several days to explore Rome prior to boarding the ship. The first 

day there was spent relaxing and shaking off the effects of jet lag. Then we did the tourist 

thing...big time...seeing the Vatican, Sistine Chapel, St. Peter's Cathedral, the Coliseum, the 

Forum, Palatine Hill, Trevi Fountain, Borghese Gardens, and the catacombs. Each was 

incredible. As you can imagine, by the time it came to board the ship, we were more than 

ready to kick back and relax. 

  

The cruise ship was beautiful, and our stateroom was great. We stopped at Kotokolon and 
viewed a museum that displayed scientific and construction examples of Greek ingenuity. 

Then we were off to the beautiful islands of Santorini and Rhodes. Athens, Ephesus, and 

Gythion were the last three stops, and Ephesus was particularly eye-opening. I did not know 

that while Rome was the capital city of the Roman Empire, Ephesus was its second city. It 

boasted a fresh water system, heated public marble toilets along with an excellent sewer 

system. They had terrace housing on a hill with up to ten rooms. It was their version of our 

modern condominiums. I also did not know that Mary, the Mother of Jesus, spent her final 

years in Ephesus. We had an opportunity to visit the house she lived in! 



 
Photos: (left) The island of Santorini, perhaps Greece's most popular island; (right) Public latrines in 

Ephesus, Turkey were part of the Scholastica Baths and built in the 1st century AD. 

 

After docking in Rome, we took a train to Naples. We had retained the services of a driver to 

pick us up at the train station, deliver us to our hotel in Positano on the Amalfi coast, and to 

act as our tour guide during our stay in that area. His name was Bruno, and he was a 

delight...friendly, knowledgeable, and perfectly fluent in English. Bruno introduced us to some 
of the finest food in Italy, certainly the best pizza. We would recommend that you either hire a 

driver or go with a tour group. The traffic is horrible, streets are narrow, and you can’t enjoy 

the scenery if you are dodging buses and cars. 

  

Our final adventure in Italy was a tour of Tuscany. In addition to enjoying the spectacular 

scenery, we got to sample the wine and the cuisine of that region. Exquisite! We would highly 

recommend Italy and Greece as places to visit. Each has amazing history, delicious food and 

wine, and incredible shopping.  

 

 
 
 



Travel Share: Korandas Visit Turkey 
By Diane Koranda 

 
Photo: left to right, Isha, Aran, Emre, Frank, Diane and Kivanch 
 

In October 2013, Frank and Diane Koranda, GKCPTP sponsors, traveled to Istanbul Turkey 

to visit Lt. Col. Emre Derinbay of IMS class 12-01 and his wife Kivanch and children Isha 

and Aran (now 11 and 9). Lt. Col. Derinbay had recently returned from Afghanistan. 

Currently, he is an instructor at the Turkish Command and General Staff College in Istanbul. 

 

Emre and Kivanch served a Turkish dinner the evening the Korandas arrived. Direnbay’s 

apartment, located in the compound of the CGSC School, was spacious and comfortable. 
The security, however, was tight to enter the area. Kivanch is again teaching high school 

chemistry, and the children take a bus to nearby schools. Isha is in an English speaking 

http://gkcptp.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13475723c6874302bb7c2c2dd&id=40800bdb33&e=eb8c2ad56a


school, and her language skills are impressive. 

 

The next morning, both families met near the Dolmabahçe Palace close to a boat dock for a 

ride on the Bosporus Straits that separate Asia from Europe. Prior to boarding, they shared 
breakfast in a restaurant overlooking the water. The three-hour boat ride was relaxing and 

passed the Turkish military high school while Emre shared stories of his years there. Back on 

land, lunch was a large baked potato stuffed with meat, cheese and vegetables, a Turkish 

twist to familiar food. Feeling that time had not changed the mutual friendship, the Korandas 

parted to explore Turkey while the Direnbays left for a family wedding. 

 

The Hotel Sultanahmet Konagi which Emre had arranged was small and just below the 

historic Sultanahmet Plaza, where most of the highlights of Istanbul are located. Breakfast 

was served in a rooftop room surrounded by large windows and a balcony. On one side was 

the Haghia Sophia built by Justinian in 537, converted to a mosque in 1453, and to a 

museum in 1934. On the other was a view of the Bosporus where each morning one could 

watch the fishing fleet catch fresh fish for the numerous restaurants just down the hill. In 

three days, Korandas explored the Sultanahmet treasures from four eras: Roman, Christian 
Constantinople, early Islamic Istanbul and modern Turkey. 

 

The Haghia Sophia faces the Blue Mosque across a grassy area that the Romans used for 

horse races. Adjacent are the Roxelana Haram and Baths and the Constantinople Cisterns, 

featured in the Bond movie, From Russia With Love. The Grand Bazaar is partly covered 

and partly regular street side shops and restaurants. This area just off the Sultanahmet 

would take a week to explore but a day had to suffice. The Topkapi Palace (the Sultan’s 

residence from 1459 to 1853) abuts the Haghi Sophia and the Archaeological Museum. 

 

Just down the hill is the Eastern terminal for the Orient Express. The station is still in use and 

somewhat unchanged. Lunch in the station café invokes images of all the intrigue and history 

witnessed on this very spot. Back to the Dolmabahçe Palace – the Sultan’s residence from 

1853 until 1922 when Ataturk became President and Turkey became a democracy, 

Korandas hiked up a hill to Taksim Square where recent protests against a planned 
construction project and government changes took place.   

 

On Emre’s recommendation, Korandas flew to Cappadocia for three days. The landscape 

was magical, historic and geologically unique. Whirling Dervishes, Soufies and Isnik Tiles 

(which make the mosque blue) come from here. 



 

Dr. Koranda said, “Turkey was a much greater pleasure and experience than expected.” The 

Korandas have visited their international military student officers from Croatia, Argentina, 

Romania, and Tanzania. They have also visited some who have returned to the US for 
further training. Diane said, “We consider them like family while they are here and it is a treat 

to renew friendships.” 
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