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Save the Date
Reserve Thursday,
June 3, as an
opportunity to meet
author Elizabeth
Bettina. She will be
at the Plaza Branch
of the KC Library to
discuss her book, "It
Happened in Italy."
See page 3 for more
information.

Benefit Concert by the Lt. Dan Band
When Gary Sinise (Forrest Gump, CSI: NY ) and his band play, everyone benefits. That
will surely be the case on Sunday, April 25, at the Uptown Theater in Kansas City. Not
only will the entertainment be superb, but the proceeds from this concert will go to Operation International Children (OIC), headquartered right here in North Kansas City.
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Benefit Concert

A ROCKIN’ NIGHT FOR OPERATION
INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN

OIC, of course, holds a special place in Sinise’s heart. Since 2004, he and author Laura
Hillenbrand (Seabiscuit: An American Legend), have led the OIC initiative. They’ve provided a way for concerned individuals to reach out to the children of Iraq and Afghanistan and at
the same time support troops’ efforts to assist the Iraqi and Afghan people. School supply kits
and other items are assembled
for shipment at PTPI’s OIC
Warehouse and, after their arrival
abroad, they are distributed by
U.S. troops to school children.
The concert starts at 7 p.m. at the
Uptown, 3700 Broadway, Kansas
City, MO 64111. Doors open
at 6 p.m. For tickets, contact
GKCPTP members, Inga Barringer (inga_barringer@yahoo.
com) or Dyrk Dugan (kujayhawkers@kc.rr.com). General admission tickets are $30, with no
seat assignment. A $125 ticket
Gary Sinise (center) and his band, The Lt. Dan Band, perform
includes one VIP seat and the
April 25 at the Uptonwn Theater
pre-concert reception with Gary
Sinise. You can go to Ticketmaster.com for tickets, but tickets from PTPI will have priority.
For more information, contact 816-531-4701 or publicrelations@ptpi.org. Two of the sponsors of this event are People to People International (PTPI) and TriWest Health Alliance.
Earlier that same day, PTPI invites you to support Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) and
OIC by joining them for an exciting morning of fun and volunteering. PTPI is a proud member of the international coordinating committee for GYSD and will hold this volunteer event
on Sunday, April 25 from 10a.m. - noon at the OIC warehouse (1529 Atlantic, North Kansas
City, MO 64116). PTPI will have fun music and giveaways throughout the morning hours.
Only the first 75 people to RSVP will be able to volunteer. To add your name to that select
list, make sure you contact PTPI through the following email: intern2@ptpi.org. If you can’t
volunteer, you are encouraged to donate school supplies to OIC that same day. Just bring
them to the warehouse. A list of needed supplies can be found at www.operationinternationalchildren.org.

Sponsoring our International Military
Students: an Ongoing Series
Each month, we will highlight a part of sponsorship that is often
a concern. Our goal is to provide a level of comfort for new and
not-quite-decided sponsors through these articles.
“Oh my gosh. They’re coming (or going), and I want to get
them something meaningful…but what?”
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The desire to welcome and farewell a friend with a meaningful gift is a world-wide custom. Showering our international
students and their families with lavish gifts is not only
impractical, it is also discouraged. The goal of sponsorship is
to provide friendship and a level of comfort locally. Your presence and hospitality far outweigh any gift-giving.
From a very pragmatic perspective, most of the international families do not have the wealth needed to reciprocate
in kind, and that may lead to hard feelings and/or misunderstandings. Multiplying this by each family’s three sponsors
could make this a true burden for them. Remember also that
the families must ship their household goods home, sometimes at their own expense. Extra gifts then become a problem.
So what is appropriate? Advice from some long-time sponsors
follows:
Student Arrival: Your smiling face at the airport may be all
that is needed. If you feel compelled to do more, however, a
small welcome basket or bag that includes breakfast items (for
that first American wake-up), a small cutting board, a sharp
knife and simple eating utensils is very nice. Some sponsors
purchase a small set of flags (from the GKCPTP website)
to create a flag centerpiece. One family makes sure that they

Park University ’s
Cultural Sharing
Evening: Mongolia
Each year Park University Office of International Education and Study Abroad, together with International Student
Services, organizes a cultural sharing evening. This event
celebrates the culture of one country in the world, the home
to current students at Park. In past years, Pakistan, Brazil,
Kenya, Nepal and Russia were featured. This year, the spotlight is on Mongolia.
This series promotes global understanding through cultural
exchange and features traditional food, music, dance, clothing
and history. It will allow the attendees to immerse themselves
in Mongolian culture.
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welcome their students with laminated maps of the area. Still
others purchase a Kansas City coffee table book and then
sign it as a sign of welcome. A very practical “gift” would be a
simple list of local contacts, including you. And, don’t forget
the camera to begin recording memories that will span a full
year. If practical, coordinate your welcome with the Leavenworth and military sponsors so that there is not wasteful
duplication.
During Their Stay: Often times, the quantity and quality of
your time together will help you determine what next steps
to take. Listen carefully to the likes and dislikes of the family
and try to weave together personalized presents for birthdays
or holidays that reflect those interests. If you have talents in
art, music, or crafts why not create something unique? Find
out what your country’s cultural acceptance of gifts may be.
Some countries do not celebrate holidays as we do. And, some
cultures expect a reciprocal gift-giving exchange that may
become a vicious cycle. Remembering that the international
children have probably left most of their toys behind, it’s great
to bring small, appropriate toy gifts when the children are
included.
As They Leave: Most sponsors worry about finding just the
right going-away gift. Once again, personalized gifts that
have special meaning to the international family would be
encouraged. Some sponsors have a “regular” gift (a plaque, a
Kansas City memento, etc.) that is given to every family. One
of the nicest gifts the family can receive is a thoughtfully compiled picture album. That requires you to begin early to take
great shots and work throughout the year to compile them
into a single memorable album.
The festivities
begin Friday, April
23 at 4:30 p.m.
with a Mongolian
dinner served
in the cafeteria,
Thompson Build ing, 2nd Floor. The
cost for dinner is
$7.45. At 6 p.m.,
the Mongolian
performance show
begins in the Jenkin and Barbara
David Theater
Alumni Hall.

"It Happened in Italy" President’s Column
Special Author Event, June 3, 2010

“When someone shares something of value with you and
you benefit from it, you have
a moral obligation to share it
with others.”

by Sonia Eichenwald

Dear fellow GKCPTP members and friends,
Please mark your calendars for Thursday evening, June 3,
for a GKCPTP event to be held at the Plaza Branch of the
KC Public Library. Elizabeth Bettina, author of the book
"It Happened in Italy," will visit the KC area and speak
about her experiences in writing this book.

I had the opportunity to meet Elizabeth Bettina recently
and gained new insights about the communal efforts of
Italians on behalf of Jewish refugees during WWII. In addition to presenting her findings, Elizabeth's presentation
will include testimonials from local Kansas City residents
who were interned in Italy during the war and with whom
I also share a long connection.
I think you will find this to be a moving and inspiring
evening that embodies the essence of People to People. It
highlights an excellent example of what "citizen diplomacy" can accomplish in working for peace through understanding.
More details will follow. Hope to see all of you and perhaps some of your friends who would make good members, as well.
Sincerely,
Sonia Eichenwald

Northland Ethnic
Festival
For a morning and afternoon of wonderful ethnic
fun, try the Northland Ethnic Festival for food, arts,
and entertainment. Park Hill South High School
(4500 River Park Drive, Riverside, MO – I-635 and
9 Highway). The event is April 17 from 11 a.m. until
3:30 p.m. – no admission fee. For further information, look to www.extension.missouri.edu/platte.

Dear Members,
I hope you will take the above quote to heart, for I believe that
each of us was given a gift when someone shared GKCPTP
membership with us. Perhaps the sponsorship program has given
you lifetime friends in Kansas City and throughout the world, or
maybe you have a better understanding of geography or politics
since joining GKCPTP. Perhaps the humanitarian programs
speak to your heart. In my case, it has been all that and more as
participation at the board level has honed a few organization skills
as well!
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It includes the untold stories of how Italy and its people
defied the horrors of the Holocaust. This subject holds
very special interest for me because my family fled Austria in 1939 and ended up in an internment camp in Italy
as well as a Displaced Persons Refugee Camp outside of
Rome directly after the war.

~ Chinese Proverb

Our annual meeting was held at Park University on Sunday,
March 21. The proposed bylaws were passed as amended, as were
the 2009 annual meeting minutes, chapter mission and vision
statements. Nominating chair, John McCreadie, presented the
proposed 2010-11 slate of officers. In addition, Inga Barringer
agreed to extend her term as a board of director and was added
to the slate and the membership unanimously approved it as
presented. Outgoing board members, Candice McField, Nelson
Markel and Alan Felton were acknowledged and thanked. A
brief “State of the Chapter” report was presented as well. The new
Anne and Al Brown Travel Award was approved by unanimous
vote. Details will be shared in the June newsletter. Many thanks to
Candice and Jane for planning an entertaining program to cap off
the productive business meeting.
Happy Hour at the Nelson-Atkins Art museum was terrific! In
addition to visiting with friends, old and new, we were also educated by our very own docent, GKCPTP member Dan Karp, on
the highlights of the American-Indian exhibit.
Look carefully at the calendar as there are many special events in
the upcoming months. Most of these events would be the perfect
venues for bringing a friend, neighbor or co-worker as a guest.
In this world of post 9/11, the contribution that each of you
makes to citizen diplomacy by espousing the principles of our
mission statement cannot be over emphasized. You are making
a difference! Let’s make 2010 the year that we focus on sharing
this wonderful gift. You will definitely be sharing something of
significant value!
Warm regards,
Pat
www.gkcptp.org

Membership Report

Up-To-Date in KC

by Karen Haber

by Gabrielle Reilly

2010 Membership Directories are ready and were distributed
at the annual meeting. Others have been mailed to current
members who were not able to attend the annual meeting. The
directories contain information received by March 1. If you
have not received yours, please contact Karen Haber at karen@
kchaber.com or 816-741-9518.

We are proud to announce two new technology updates.
Firstly, for all of you out there who love Facebook, we now
have our own Facebook Fan page. Please become a fan to
receive updates, event reminders, share pictures and network
with other like-minded members. Visit the front page of our
website www.gkcptp.org and click on the Facebook link to be
included.

New member: Linda Maxey, a returning member, was recruited once more by Pamela Simmons.
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There are 159 membership units on the records as of March
21, 2010. However, only 137 of those are active and paid
memberships as of that same date. Renewals are pastdue. This organization is dependent on its membership
and encourages all who haven’t yet paid, to do so.

Calendar

Secondly, as you have seen by the different, more professional,
appearance of our e-updates, we have moved away from the
Yahoo Groups email service and are now utilizing the email
service available on our website. We hope you have found this
a positive experience. If you are receiving this email in your
“Junk Mail” folder please be sure to right click and add us to
the “Safe Senders” list.
Please visit our website anytime to check the event schedule
and of course RSVP/pay for events, membership or purchase
flags.

DATE

EVENT

LOCATION

TIME

4/14/2010

Know your World-Zambia

Eisenhower Auditorium, Lewis and Clark, Ft.
Leavenworth

3:30 p.m.

4/17/2010

Northland Ethnic Festival

Park Hill South HS, 4500 River Park Drive,
Riverside, MO

11:00 a.m. 3:30 p.m.

4/23/2010

Cultural Sharing Evening: Mongolia

Park University, Thompson Hall. $7.45 for dinner.

4:30 p.m.

4/25/2010

Gary Sinise’s Lt. Dan Band ConcertFundraiser for Operation International
Children

Uptown Theater, $30/general admission

7:00 p.m.

4/29/2010

PTPI board of directors Welcome Reception. PTPI headquarters, 911 Main St., Suite 2110
All members are welcome, but reservation
necessary.

5:00 p.m.

5/4/2010

Parade of Nations Fashion Show -Organization of International Spouses &
Sponsors (OISS). All welcome.

Eisenhower Auditorium Lewis and Clark, Ft.
Leavenworth

5:30 p.m.

5/12/2010

Know your World-- Slovenia

Eisenhower Auditorium, Lewis and Clark, Ft.
Leavenworth

3:30 p.m.

5/21/2010

SAMS Graduation

Eisenhower Auditorium, Lewis and Clark, Ft.
Leavenworth

tbd

5/21/2010

10-1 Sponsor recognition

Eisenhower Auditorium, Lewis and Clark, Ft.
Leavenworth

7:00 p.m.

6/3/2010

It Happened in Italy program

Kansas City Public Library, Plaza Library, KC, MO

6/10/2010

10-1 Badge ceremony

Eisenhower Auditorium, Lewis and Clark, Ft.
Leavenworth

tbd

6/11/2010

10-1 Graduation

Eisenhower Auditorium, Lewis and Clark, Ft.
Leavenworth

tbd

Note: 10-1 class graduates June, 2010. 10-2 graduates December 2010.
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New board Member:
Seema Joshi

Seema’s education is diverse as well. After completing “O”
Levels from University of London, she earned a B.S. in Physics and MBA in finance from Pune, India. She worked for
various companies, including Berkley Information Systems in
Luverne, MN, and Citigroup, MD, before leaving the corporate world to raise a family. Seema and Rahul have two boys
Aditya (14), and Arjun (11).
Seema has served on the board of directors of Assistance
League of Kansas City as the treasurer and finance chair and
is active in the PTA. Seema is looking forward to working
with the board to further GKCPTP’s mission and enhance
cultural understanding in the community. Seema is thrilled to
be a part of an organization that is dedicated to the philosophy of peace through understanding.

Leslie Kupka has worked for
Sprint in various positions to
include project management
and business analysis from 1990
- 2009. Her next professional
assignment, scheduled to begin
4/12/2010, is as a consultant
with Genesis10, assigned to
Bank of America. She has a
Bachelor of Science from Truman State University, completed
Fast Trac New Venture training
with Kauffman Center of Entrepreneurial Leadership,
and is PMP Certified.
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Seema and her husband, Rahul,
are members of GKCPTP, and
this is their third year sponsoring
an IMS officer. Originally from
India, Seema is the daughter
of an Air Force officer. She has
lived in many cities within India,
travelled extensively, and spent
four years in London during her
dad’s diplomatic assignment. She
and her husband moved to the
United States in 1994 and came
to beautiful Kansas City in 2001.

New Committee
Member: Leslie Kupka

A long time member of the local PMI (Project Management
Institute) Chapter, Leslie has served as a board member and
officer. As a PMI board member, Leslie attends regional and
global Project Management Institute conferences, networking with Project Managers from around the world, focusing
on best practices of the profession.
Leslie works in other community volunteer capacities with
the Greater Kansas City Czech & Slovak Club. She is enjoying her first year of sponsoring an IMS officer and his family. This opportunity allows “giving back,” while sharing the
American culture and learning about the cultures of families
sponsored in the IMS program. Leslie enjoys learning about
new cultures as a volunteer as well as through her travels to
Europe, Central, South and North America. Future travel
plans will target Czech Republic, Croatia and Greece, as time
permits.

A Happy Crowd At Happy Hour
GKCPTP members enjoy Happy Hour and a tour of the Nelson-Atkins Museum
on Thursday, April 1. Member Dan Karp, a docent at the museum, provided a tour.
Great friends and great art! What a wonderful combination!

www.gkcptp.org

A Trip to Remember:

Argentina with Friends
by Jake Jacobs

O

ne of the major rewards that can be gained with participation in GKCPTP’s program for sponsorship of
international military officers is the opportunity to visit those
families in their own countries once the “best year” of their
lives has been completed.

A trip to the Andes that took us very near the Chilean border
highlighted our second full day in Argentina. The temperatures and the wind provided the need for jackets as we
approached 3,000 meters. After a short hike for a photo op,
we visited the home of the mountain ranger battalion where
severe physical tests are administered for those wishing to be
awarded a condor badge. We settled for a nice picnic lunch in
the officers club.
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Linda and I have taken full advantage of this opportunity
over the years in such marvelous places as Spain, Ecuador,
Belize and Argentina. Mike and Becky O’Bea, our good
friends and long-time co-sponsors, have sponsored three
Argentine families with us and have shared our relationships
with several liaison officers and their families from that
jewel of South America as well. The four of us and their
son, Zach, enjoyed our first trip to Argentina so much that all
three of them have returned since that initial excursion. Last
fall, Mike and Becky convinced Linda and me to join them
once again.

While Halloween was not observed in Uspallata, the anniversary of its founding was celebrated on October 31. The
celebration included a military band and parade of military
and civilian organizations in a highly festive atmosphere.

Rather than beginning our trip in Buenos Aires, this time
we headed for the western capital of Argentine wine country,
Mendoza, where we were met by MAJ Gustavo Re, deputy
commander of the artillery battalion at Uspallata, about a
90-minute drive from Mendoza through spectacular Andean
Mountain scenery.
The first challenge was to learn to pronounce the name of
the village. Most sounded like “oos-pa-JATTA.” Some with
whom we spoke later in the trip in Buenos Aires said “oos-paYATTA.” Since we were visiting from “Mazur-ah,” it seemed
silly that people who speak the same language can’t pronounce
the name of a town the same way. We looked forward to
getting back to “Mizur-ee” where that never could happen.
Regardless, the town which is home of two military bases, was
an attractive if tiny pueblecito existing primarily on two main
paved streets.
Immediately after our arrival at the base, we were escorted to
the officers club for a light lunch of empanadas and miniature
pizzas along with some local wine and beer. Of course, Mendoza is famous for its wine production; and the local beer was
excellent as well.
At the reception, we were greeted by a collection of lieutenants and captains who had been attending training sessions
conducted by Gustavo prior to our arrival. Four of them were
scheduled to take an examination in Mendoza early the following week that was to include a section on English proficiency. They practiced on their USA visitors. Of course Linda
readily switched back and forth between English and Spanish.
That evening, Gustavo introduced us to a couple who recently
had built adobe cabins with architecture similar to that found
in Santa Fe, New Mexico, as well as a very comfortable restaurant where we dined.
Contact Newsletter GKCPTP

MAJ Gustavo Re (center back row directly under sign) hosted the
O’Beas and Jacobs upon their arrival at the officers club.

As mentioned, Mendoza is surrounded by vineyards and
wineries. High elevation combined with a unique partnership
of dry climate, coarse acidic soil and irrigation from the snow
capped Andes has created four oases in the valley in which the
city is located. Perhaps the most popular Argentine label on
wine list in the USA is Malbec, dark red in color with robust
tannins. Our tour guide during our visits to some of the local
vineyards shared the interesting lore that the name means
“bad mouth” in French where the grape was not deemed suitable for quality wine making. Transportation to the environment in Mendoza produced a thicker skin and improved
flavor that has resulted in its current popularity.
Back at his quarters, Gustavo’s mastery of the parillada in
the quincho behind his house on base resulted in a marvelous asado for the four of us and local guests, the family of
the owners of a popular hotel in the village. Many years ago,
Gustavo’s father served at the base in Uspallata, and Gustavo
attended elementary school while living with his family in the
same house he now occupies. His friendship with Rodrigo,
who inherited the hotel from his father, dates back to their
time as classmates.
While all four of us grew incredibly fond of Mendoza, our
itinerary called for the second segment of our journey to take
continued on p. 7

Trip to rmember... continued from p. 6
place in Buenos Aires. There we were greeted by the COL
Hector and Isabel Prechi and COL Jorge and Claudia Vega.
Once they recovered from the shock of seeing how much luggage was involved, they divided us up and set off for Gustavo
Re’s apartment which we were using during our stay in the
capital (another perk of sponsorship).

A highlight of our time in BA was dinner at Tango Porteño.
The music and dancers were superb, and the sophistication
and grace exhibited by the featured couple who had to be well
into their 70s was remarkable.
Linda and Becky were joined by the wives of our host families
to accomplish some shopping the final two days of our stay.
Linda had specifically asked for cash for her October birthday
so that she could purchase a carpincho purse. Also known as
a capybara, the carpincho is a large rodent that sports
a beautiful leather hide. She also allowed herself to be
coaxed into the purchase of a very nice pair of buffalohide boots. With an exchange rate of nearly four-to-one and
with the local shopping knowledge of the host wives, shopping became an even more exciting adventure.
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A remise office was located just two doors from Gustavo’s flat;
and on those occasions when we were not collected by the
various host families (which was most of the time), we were
able to order a car through that office. A remise is a private
auto contracted through a dispatcher to provide conveyance in areas where taxis might not be abundant for hailing.
The flat also was a short walk from a supermarket where we
stocked the refrigerator, and took advantage of great prices on
local wine.

the statue was removed. It was determined that the Virgin
wanted to stay there, and a church was built to accommodate
Her. Beneath the church there are rooms with tributes to the
Virgin from many countries around the world. These were
established and are maintained by private donations from the
individual countries.

Why bother ordering wine by the glass? Linda and Jake admire the
wine handiwork.

One of our first adventures was a visit to an estancia about an
hour outside of BA. Here we were treated to yet more delicious barbeque, saddle rides and music and dancing Argentina style. The afternoon was concluded with some authentic
gaucho equestrian feats.
Since the main purpose for our trip was to visit dear friends,
dinners hosted in their homes provided great opportunities to relive memories and to learn the current news. Jorge
and Claudia Vega joined us for dinner hosted by Col Juan
Campitelli and his wife Doris. We also dined at the homes of
the Prechis and COL Hernan and Violeta Vazquez. The final
Sunday of our stay, the Vegas hosted everyone at a club for
army personnel in BA for asado.

Fresh air high in the Andes near the Chilean border: the O’Beas
and the Jacobs.

The wonders of Argentina and the joy of reunion with old
friends made everything about the trip wonderful. Even the
Delta airport personnel and flight crews seemed friendlier
and more accommodating during our return flights. All of the
wine bottles made the journey intact, and only one bottle of
olive oil was a casualty. While the current political situation in
Argentina has the country somewhat depressed, the spirit and
élan of the Argentine people is irrepressible, especially among
our wonderful friends.

Another day trip took us to the basilica at Lujàn. According to the legend, worshipers were transporting a statue of
the Virgin to BA; but when they arrived at Lujàn, the wagon
would no longer move. The wagon finally did move only after
www.gkcptp.org

GKCPTP's Annual Meeting: A Retrospective
Isn’t it true that all mothers claim that work
must be completed before play can begin?
And, so it was with the 2010 annual meeting, held March 21 at Park University. Your
mother would have been proud.
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But, this was hardly “work” that was undertaken by the GKCPTP membership. The
board of directors and bylaw committee presented a beautifully updated set of bylaws to
the membership for approval, and it became
everyone’s privilege to support the hard work
undertaken earlier by committee members
Nelson Markel and Jim Malouff. With that
vote, the future of our organization was
assured. And, the 2010-2011 board of
directors slate was approved, as well, ensuring
that solid leadership is once again at the helm.
And, then the fun began, as Park University unveiled a wonderful international buffet. Musical entertainment was provided by
international students at Park University, an amazingly diverse and talented group. Thanks go to our friends at Park University
and to the entire annual meeting planning committee.

You’re Invited:
To A PTPI Reception!
Please join PTPI for a welcome reception at its World Headquarters (911 Main Street, Suite 2110, Kansas City, Missouri
64105) on Thursday, April 29, 2010 at 5:00 PM to welcome its
board of directors to Kansas City. Your RSVP to karenh@ptpi.
org or 816.531.4701 is requested by April 15. We hope you can
make it!

Crossroads of Culture
Save the Date! Saturday, June 19, 2010!
Jewish Vocational Services ( JVS) presents Crossroads of
Culture in celebration of World Refugee Day! Food, entertainment, activities for kids and fun for all. A free event at JVS
offices: 1608 Baltimore from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

