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Our chapter, the Missouri Humanities Council, the Czech & Slovak Club, PTPI and several other generous organizations and people contributed to a successful and joyous tribute
to freedom; not just for the Czech and Slovak Republics, but for all those that appreciate
democracy. We had the pleasure of hosting dignitaries representing both countries: Deputy
Chief of Mission Daniel Kostoval, Embassy of the Czech Republic, and H.E. Peter Burian,
Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to the US. Among the public events and activities were:

Calendar
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•

Reconnecting
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The Velvet Revolution celebration was November 6 and included an evening of ethnic
food/beverage, a program by the Midwest consulates for the Czech and Slovak Republics along with a dance to traditional polka music.

•

“Accidental Army, The Amazing True Story of The Czechoslovak Legion,” a documentary film was shown at The National World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial on November 7. The film uncovers the fascinating history (long suppressed by the Soviets) of
how an unlikely army of Czechs and Slovaks fighting both for and against the Russians
in World War I played a crucial role in the birth of the Czechoslovak nation.

1. Happy Hour on
January 14.
2. An opportunity to
make a difference for
international children through a work
morning at the OIC
warehouse on
January 23.
Look for more details in
this edition of Contact.

M

embers, friends and guests of the Czech & Slovak Club and the Greater Kansas
City chapter of People to People International gathered November 6-7 to celebrate the Velvet Revolution of 1989. Velvet Revolution refers to a six-week period in
late 1989 that brought about the bloodless overthrow of the Czechoslovak communist regime.
It occurred just a few weeks after the fall of the Berlin wall, and was followed by the advent of
freedom in many other countries once under Soviet rule.
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Join us for two GKCPTP
events in January:

Sharon Valasek

Upon arriving at the WWI
film event, the 120 guests
were greeted by Miss
Czech Slovak USA 200910 and Miss Kansas
Czech Slovak 2009-10.
The queens were dressed
in festive kroje (native
dress). Following the reception, a short program
was held, beginning with
Pat Burnett welcoming
guests and recognizing
the four CGSC internaCzech and Slovak officers from Ft. Leaveworth (international military students
tional military students) pose with Miss Czech Slovak
(continued on p. 8)
USA 2009-10 and Miss Kansas Czech Slovak 2009-10

A Cruise to Remember

A

great career deserves a spectacular ending! And that’s
how Karen & Chuck Haber celebrated the end of Karen’s
teaching career. With wonderful friends and travel buddies,
Susan and Michael Newburger, they took a long-planned and
eagerly-awaited Mediterranean cruise that began with a stop
in Switzerland to visit with their 1997-98 IMS family, Daniel
(now a Swiss General) and Hanni Berger. And, it ended with
a brief visit to one of their favorite spots on earth.
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Karen & Chuck’s many
years of travel and multiple
cruises had prepared them
well for this 14-day excursion. Their Holland
America ship, the
Prinsendam, alternated a day at sea with
two-day port stops that
included wonderful historic
tours in Athens, Delphi
and Rhodes, Greece; Cairo,
Egypt; and multiple stops
in Israel, Turkey, Albania
and Croatia. Their final
destination was Rome, a
favorite for both of them.

Should everyone wait for retirement to enjoy a vacation of
this magnitude? Absolutely not! But, Karen and Chuck will
agree that it was well worth the wait. Now, it will be interesting to see what dynamite trip will follow Chuck’s retirement.
From the sounds of it, they will have more than a couple years
to make plans.

The Roman Coliseum provides a scenic backdrop for Chuck and
Karen Haber.
Taking time in Switzerland
are (L-R) Chuck Haber, Hanni
Berger, Susan Newburger
and Karen Haber.

The kick-off visit with the
Bergers in Switzerland gave
them an opportunity to see old friends and tour parts of the
country that they hadn’t seen before, including an afternoon
of grape harvesting, strolling around Lake Léman and memorable lunches in quaint locations. As all GKCPTP members
realize, the life-long friendships that are forged through
international student sponsorship are priceless.
After their adieus and a flight to Athens, the Habers began
their sea-borne trek through the eastern Mediterranean. Hiking the ancient walls of Dubrovnik, inspecting the Sakkara
Step Pyramid in Egypt, and lunching in a kibbutz in Israel
were experiences that left them amazed.
Asked why they chose this particular cruise, Karen said that
most of the port calls were on their “bucket list” of places to
visit in their lifetimes. They knew through experience that
Holland America was a superb cruise line, and they were
pleased that the Prinsendam was a relatively small ship, with
just 700 passengers.
The Habers felt that gave them the personal touch that the
bigger ships might lack. They were able to find like-minded
travelers who enjoyed sunning, reading and Trivial Pursuits while out at sea. They also discovered that traveling in
October offered them comfortable weather and manageable
crowds.
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The Newburgers and the Habers strike a “National Geographic” pose
in front of the Pyramids in Egypt

President’s Column
"Imagine what a harmonious world it could be if every
single person, both young and
old, shared a little of what he is
good at doing."
~ Quincy Jones

T

Remember that we are working to increase our membership, so
please share this unique opportunity with friends, relatives, and
co-workers. We have a ways to go to catch up with the current
front runners in Phoenix, AZ, and Taiwan! Just imagine if each
member could simply “recruit one.”

For all who will sponsor students who arrive in January, please
plan for them to arrive January 2-4 (with a few exceptions, of
course). There will be some shifting of traditional locations
for IMS events for the next six to nine months as the Frontier
Conference Center closes for major HVAC renovation.
The January 8 registration for IMS students (not a sponsor
event) will be held in Depuy Auditorium (Eisenhower Hall
by the CARL Library). And, sponsor icebreakers will be held
at the Riverfront Community Center in Leavenworth (123
South Esplanade, Leavenworth, KS 66048) January 19 and
20 (6 - 9:00 p.m.). Currently, the flag ceremony, welcoming all the new international students, is scheduled for
10:00 a.m., February 8 in the Lewis and Clark Center.
Sponsors will be sent detailed information about each event.
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his quote spoke to me in a
couple of ways this month.
Our chapter just recently partnered
with the Czech and Slovak Club of
Greater Kansas City and the Midwest Consulates of the Czech and
Slovak Republics to put on an excellent event at the National
World War I Museum. It was one of a series of programs in
commemoration of the Velvet Revolution. Many people came
together and shared a bit of their talent to create a terrific program that was truly a collaborative effort. (You can read more
about this event on the front page.) What I thought was remarkable was the overlapping of help from the various organizations.
Everyone just seemed to pitch in to get the job done, irrespective
of the designated “sponsor” of the particular event. Thanks to all
for their efforts.

Looking Forward to
the New 10-2 IMS Class

Thank you to all sponsors who attended the 10-2 sponsor
orientation held December 1 at the Kauffman Foundation.
Many thanks to Jim Fain and Mike Brettman from IMSD
and GKCPTP board member, Nelson Markel for sharing
important sponsoring information. Packets containing IMS
family and arrival data, names and contact information for
the Leavenworth/Lansing and Ft. Leavenworth sponsors
and Culture Grams will be sent by mid-December via US
Mail. Please contact Sharon Valasek at svalasek@kc.rr.com
or 816.213.5847 if you would also like a Sponsor Guide and/or
Culture Guide (helpful manuals from IMSD).

We look forward to another happy hour event in January as well
as a combined event with the newly formed People to People
chapter from Sumner Academy at the warehouse of Operation
International Children. Hope to see you there. Check those
calendar dates!
Our thoughts and best wishes go out to LTG William P.
Caldwell IV as he departs CAC to become the "dual-hatted"
Commander in Afghanistan. He will command both the Combined Security Transition Command-Afghanistan and the
NATO Training Mission-Afghanistan. Stephanie and the
children will move to Ft. Benning, Georgia, to await his return.
Both of the Caldwells have been strong supporters of the IMS
program, especially with regard to sponsorship. We are grateful
for their service and wish them continued future success.

Mike Brettman greets orientation group

The above quote also reminds me that our nominating committee will be calling in the near future for board members for the
upcoming year. Each year, three new board of directors positions
become available to chapter members. Please consider sharing
a bit of what you are good at doing and serve on the GKCPTP
board!
Wishing you peace and joy this holiday season,
Pat

Mike Brettman and Jim Fain

Nelson Markel at podium

www.gkcptp.org

Membership Report and Renewals
Karen Haber

You heard this in October, but it bears repeating: People to People International (PTPI) has launched a new campaign to encourage community chapters to recruit new members. The top five individual recruiters worldwide will receive a complimentary
registration to PTPI’s 19th Worldwide Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona, in the fall of 2010. In addition, a $250 award will be
given to the chapter recruiting the most new members. Our own chapter is awarding a free year’s membership to the top recruiter. You will find our GKCPTP brochure online at gkcptp.org. I will be glad to assist you and can be reached at Karen@kchaber.
com.
Membership renewal notices for 2010 were sent by mail at the end of October! Thank you to all who responded quickly (and
were able to renew at the “old” rates). We encourage everyone to renew quickly by mail (GKCPTP, PO BOX 22365, Kansas City,
Missouri 64113) or website (www.gkcptp.org) at the following annual rates:
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Student (High school or undergraduate)

$15

Single/Individual

$30

Family (2 or more members in the same household)

$45

As of November 24, we have welcomed three new members. That brings us to a total of 155 member units.
Welcome New Members!

Recruited by...

Karen Von der Bruegge

Valerie Vaughn

Todd Moran

Sally Gordon

Dennis & Janet Clifford

Pat and Dak Burnett

A Chance to Share
with an Exciting New
Student Chapter
Chances are that we think of PTPI student chapters as college
level, designed for students who share a profound interest in
international business or studies. The newest chapter in this
area, however, is Sumner Academy of Arts and Science, a
Kansas City, Kansas high school with a focus on excellence.
It houses an International Baccalaureate (IB) program which
prepares its students for challenging academic work with an
international flavor after high school.
Our two chapters will work together at the Operation International Children (OIC) warehouse (1529 Atlantic, North
Kansas City 64116, 816-241-7321) on Saturday, January 23,
from 9:30 until 11:30 a.m. This work session will serve doubleduty as an opportunity to get to know these newest PTPI
members and a chance to do charitable work under the OIC
umbrella.
GKCPTP members, we will see you there!
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Is It Happy Hour Yet?
Does it feel like it’s time to gather together with your
GKCPTP friends again at a Happy Hour? If so, mark you
calendar for Thursday, January 14 at 5:30 p.m. when the nights
are long and cold, and the post-holiday doldrums have set in.
Please join us at Edokko Japanese Restaurant (8615 Hauser
St., Lenexa, KS 66215) for warmth, light and fellowship. Plan
to bring a friend who just might want to join us as a member.
Don't worry that you may forget because you'll recieve an
email reminder in early January.

An Opportunity to
Share Your Talents
Our board is planning to explore fundraising and corporate
sponsorship ideas, and your input is needed. Jerry Keith will
chair this committee and can be reached at jerrykeith@everestkc.net. What a great opportunity to share your talents!

NEWS FROM PTPI WORLD HEADQUARTERS
•

•

Atlanta, Georgia Chapter Seeks Your Support – PTPI’s
Atlanta, Georgia chapter has launched a “Soccer Balls
and Baby Dolls Toy Drive” to benefit the Angelik Project.
The chapter is collecting toys for HIV-positive children
in Haiti. The toys will be personally delivered to the
children in December. If you are interested in making a
donation, please contact Linda Dean at lindadean@comcast.net. Donations must be received by Dec. 6, 2009.
Chapter Dues and Membership Drive – Chapter
membership dues and chapter summary reports for 2010
are due to PTPI World Headquarters by December 31,

Global Youth Murals
at Local Gallery
There is a great opportunity to view People to People International’s extraordinary Global Youth Murals, currently
featured in an exhibition at Images Art Gallery in Overland
Park, Kansas, through mid-January.
Students from PTPI’s School & Classroom Program participate in this project annually, illustrating their thoughts on
peace and community. Images Art Gallery is open 10:00am –
5:00pm, Tuesday thru Saturday. A special evening reception
will be held on December 17, from 6:00– 9:00pm.
The gallery’s new location at 7320 West 80th Street, downtown Overland Park (right around the corner from the clock
tower), is very accessible to the public and offers plenty of
parking. To learn more about the gallery’s diverse artwork,
please visit their Website at http://www.imagesartgallery.org.

Save the date!

Also, please remember to include your membership drive
submittal form when sending in dues for new chapter
members. A $250 chapter grant will be awarded in January 2011 to the chapter with the most new recruits in
2010. In addition, the Top 5 individual recruiters from
PTPI’s global chapter network (as of July 1, 2010) will
receive a complimentary registration to PTPI’s
19th Worldwide Conference in Scottsdale, Arizona. To download a copy of the membership drive
submittal form and other helpful documents for your
chapter’s membership drive, please visit the download
center of www.ptpi.org or contact Jewelee Cox at membership@ptpi.org.
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•

Chapter Grants – The next quarterly deadline for chapter
grant applications is December 15, 2009. As a reminder,
PTPI World Headquarters offers two types of grants:
Chapter Matching Grants (up to $1,000) and $250
Chapter Grants (no matching funds required). Each
chapter is eligible to receive one grant per year from each
category. To download a chapter grant application, visit
http://www.ptpi.org/whats_new/DownloadCenter.aspx
or contact Jill Helsel at chapters@ptpi.org.

2009. Chapter presidents will be receiving a packet in the
coming days which will provide updates and guidance to
ensure that your chapter submits all necessary documents
on time.

As always, PTPI world headquarters is here to assist your
chapter. Please feel free to direct any questions, concerns or
requests to Jill Helsel at chapters@ptpi.org or 816.531.4701 x
116.

Our Current Board
Members
President

Pat Burnett

1st Vice President

Karen Haber

2nd Vice President

Candice McField

Treasurer

Siew Lau

Secretary

Kim Nitz

Director (term expiring 2010)

Alan Felton
Nelson Markel
Inga Barringer

Director (term expiring 2011)

Alisa Meireis
Gabrielle Reilly
Jerry Keith

Director (term expiring 2012)

Dan Karp
Jim Malouff
Jane Kohl

Please note the three members whose terms expire in 2010.
Wouldn’t you love to serve in their places? Consider taking a
leadership position with our organization!
PTPI’s 19th Worldwide Conference will be held in Scottsdale, Arizona September 29 – October 3, 2010. Watch for
more details coming soon!

www.gkcptp.org

Website Progress
Gabrielle Reilly
The new and improved GKCPTP website has been running
very smoothly for over a year, and we are looking into leveraging it in new ways. We recently assisted the Czech/Slovak
Club by taking RSVPs and online payments on our site for
their Velvet Revolution events. In exchange, the GKCPTP
received great exposure from all the new visitors.
Please remember, online membership renewal has been
streamlined and is a very convenient option for you to renew
your membership. The site is also a very valuable resource to
encourage people to join our grand organization, so please
send potential new members to it.
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Travel Pictures

We'd love to see more pictures of our IMS families and members' travel. Please email pictures to prez@gkcptp.org, and
write "website pictures" in the subject line.
Website tip
Here's a tip. Removing items from your shopping cart that
you do not want. On the first page, where your items are
listed, you will find an “x” button to the right of each item.
You can remove that item and proceed to checkout with the
adjusted result. Please use your browser arrows to move back
and forward between pages.

Speaking Out Around
Town
Gabrielle Reilly
Jerry Keith, a Greater Kansas City People to People board
member and president of the Shawnee Optimist Club, asked
our board to provide a speaker for their monthly meeting. I
was honored to make the presentation on behalf of our organization.
Held at First Watch Restaurant in Shawnee, the meeting was
attended by 26 warm and loveable members and past presidents/governors. Their introductory song immediately set the
tone for a comfortable and casual meeting.
The members were very receptive to my 10-minute presentation, followed by questions and stories, facilitated by Jerry.
After the meeting there was a line up to talk and ask further
questions. Many Optimists grabbed GKCPTP brochures so
there appeared to be plenty of interest in membership.
If you are part of an organization and would like a board
member to do a presentation about GKCPTP, please email
Jerry Keith at jerrykeith@everestkc.net. We are always looking for ways to serve the community and increase our visibility and membership.

Calendar
Date

Event

Location

Time

12/10/09

09-2 Badge Ceremony

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

10:00 a.m.

12/11/09

10-1 Holiday Dinner (Invitation
only)

Frontier Conference Center, Ft. Leavenworth

6:30 p.m.

12/16/09

Know Your World - Bangladesh

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

3:30 p.m.

01/14/10

Member Happy Hour

Edokko Japanese Restaurant, 8615
Hauser St., Lenexa, KS 66215

5:30 p.m.

01/19/10
and
01/20/10

Sponsor Icebreakers (IMS Class
of 10-2)

Riverfront Community Center, 123 South
Esplanade, Leavenworth, KS 66048

6:00 p.m.

01/20/10

Know Your World - Nigeria

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

3:30 p.m.

01/23/10

Operation International Children Warehouse work session
with Sumner Academy

1529 Atlantic North Kansas City, MO
64116

9:30 11:30 a.m.

02/08/10

Flag Ceremony

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

10:00 a.m

Note: 09-2 Ft. Leavenworth IMS class graduates December, 2009. 10-1 class graduates June, 2010. 10-2 graduates December
2010.
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Reconnecting Half-way Around the Globe
Dan Karp
In October, Rosemary and I spent two weeks in northern India. We traveled on a tour with Overseas Adventure Travel Co.
Although the entire tour was superb, the absolute highlight
of the trip was the day and a half we spent with Lt. Colonel
Vikas Slathia (CGSC 2006-2) and his family. This, by the way,
was a repeat of experiences we’ve had many times, visiting
with officers we’ve sponsored from Uruguay, Argentina, Israel,
Thailand, Kenya, Greece, Italy and Spain. Over the years we
have also seen our Greek friends in London and our Philippine friends in Thailand.

That evening Vikas took us to an immense indoor mall right
outside of New Dehli where we joined his family for a magnificent meal at a lovely restaurant.
This agenda is typical of what we do on these trips. We travel
with a tour. We contact our friends and spend a day or two in
their company. We leave with great memories.
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Barbie speaks all languages. Vikas’ daughter, Praaynas, proudly poses
with her new doll.
Dan and Vikas in front of the Presidential Palace.

Vikas had made advance contact with the OAT guide in New
Delhi, so, when we exited customs, he and his wife were both
there to greet us. The guide took our luggage to our hotel, and
Vikas whisked us off to his home to see his family and have
dinner in their home. That evening the entire family drove us
to our hotel. The next morning we attended orientation with
our tour group and then Vikas arrived, and we spent the entire
day sightseeing with him, concentrating on places that were
not on the tour itinerary such as the National Museum.

Dan and Rosemary pose for Vikas’ camera after a tour of the National
Museum of India.
Rosemary shares a story with Vikas’ son and his wife, Shika, in their
home after dinner.

www.gkcptp.org

A Midwest Tribute to Czech and Slovak 			
Independence
(continued from p. 1)
and their families from the Czech and Slovak Republics in
attendance.
PTPI President & CEO, Mary Jean Eisenhower shared
her insights on the importance of the historic anniversaries
followed by remarks from Ambassador Burian and Deputy
Chief of Mission Kostoval. The film creators (Bruce Bendinger and John Iltis) were on hand to introduce the documentary
and answer questions following the showing.
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Thank you to GKCPTP for partnering with the Czech
and Slovak Club and the Midwest Consulates on this
event. Several volunteers from both organizations
worked together to make the event a success. Special recognition to Bonnie and David De La Fuente, Pat and Dak
Burnett, Jane Kohl Waggoner, Leslie Kupka, Gabrielle Reilly,
Terry and Pam Smitka and Tom Waggoner for their assistance of time and talent on this and other Velvet Revolution
events.

Mary Jean Eisenhower, Sharon Valasek and Bruce Bendinger

It’s a source of personal pride for our organizations to work
together. I am honored to share time and international experiences with such talented and dedicated people. The photos
accompanying this article give a sense of the events for those
not able to attend.
Daniel Kostoval, US embassy of the Czech Republic, and H.E. Peter
Burian, US embassy of Slovak Republic

Members Jane and Tom Waggoner at The National World War I
Museum at Liberty Memorial

Czech and Slovak officers, and their spouses join Terry Smitka, Sharon Valasek and DCM Daniel Kostoval

