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Russian
Cultural
Sharing Event
Traditional food, clothing,
music, dance and history
Free admittance
Friday, April 24
5 - 9 p.m.
Alumni Hall
Park University
Contact Simona Cibotaru
at 816.584.6830 or
sciboataru@park.edu
with questions

O

ur chapter has an opportunity to make a difference through a humanitarian project, code-named, “Lift a Spirit.” Under the leadership of chapter member, Jim
Malouff, a relationship with the Jewish Vocational Services ( JVS) has been established for a joint effort to help meet the basic needs of hundreds of resettled refugees who
arrive in the Kansas City area every year as a part of the UN Refugee Resettlement
program. Donations of our unused household items can go a long way to helping these
refugees become self-sufficient, productive citizens - the goal of the resettlement act.
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Project Lift a Spirit

Jewish Vocational Services, is a non-profit organization that has resettled 3,842 refugees
of divergent faiths and beliefs from 26 countries over the past 10 years. Refugees come
here with literally the “shirts on their backs,” and JVS works to assist them with basic
needs of clothing, food and shelter, as well as job related support.
From the time period April 20 to May 29, chapter members can:
• Donate household items/clothing that they are no longer using
• Collect items from family, friends and neighbors
•
Purchase Walmart or other retail store gift cards
• Simply send a monetary donation by way of check
In addition to the obvious humanitarian benefits from such a project, a secondary outcome would be the involvement of our entire membership. One of GKCPTP’s strategic
goals is to become the premier People to People chapter in the U.S. Through at least
90% participation of our membership, we position ourselves to reach that goal.
A packet of information will be mailed with specific, detailed information. If you have
further questions, contact Jim Malouff: jmm@malouff.us.
Project “Lift a Spirit” is designed to lift the spirits of those in greatest need; participation in this worthwhile endeavor will undoubtedly lift member spirits as well.

Many Thanks from Jerry Ward
Jerry Ward, Loan and Scholarship Committee Chair would like to take this opportunity to thank the many members that have helped him review loan and scholarship
applications over the years. Apologies and thanks to anyone inadvertently omitted
from this list.
Inga Barringer
Ed and Hazel Bischoff
John and Joyce Cessna
Linda Fronk
Linda Jacobs
Dan Karp

Altan Kodanaz
Bob and Mary McGowan
Howard and Lou Snyder
Sharon Valasek
Gail Ward

Musings
Mike Wood, March 10, 2009

I

had lunch today with a young man who had just returned
from an academic semester in Europe. Making conversation, I asked, “Did you learn anything?” I was not at all
surprised when he compared his first international experience
to taking a drink from a fire hose: sensory overload.
And his comments weren’t just confined to book-learnin’.
Certainly the course work was useful and necessary, but much
of the learning, maybe the most important part of it, took
place outside of the classroom.
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There were, of course, the usual visits to archaeological sites
and museums, plus the mandatory late nights at bistros
savoring the local scene. And then there was the joy of
learning another language. It’s one thing to memorize
how to say, “I love you” or “two beers, please” in a foreign language, but it’s a major leap to realize that people are actually
communicating when they spew out a series of what used to
be incomprehensible sounds. What delight my young friend
took in joining conversations that fluidly slipped back and
forth between English and Spanish.
Is it too much to say that the major “take away” from a chance
to live in another part of the world is an enhanced self-awareness — a greater understanding of the world and one’s place
in it? I don’t think so. I’ve been told by many people that
such an experience changed their lives. This change may be
hard to quantify, however, and can vary from person to person
and situation to situation. It might mean a completely new
career path or a new political party affiliation or a recommitment to long held personal beliefs or a greater appreciation
of one’s own heritage. The only constant is change, it would
seem, and, if my lunch companion is any judge, it’s a change
to be treasured.
Not all of us are fortunate enough to have the time, resources
or jobs to permit us the opportunity to spend longer than a

vacation outside our own country. So, how do we get some
of the benefits of a prolonged stay overseas without leaving
home? Enter the greater Kansas City chapter of People To
People. GKCPTP offers regular citizens the chance to derive
at least a modicum of the satisfaction that others often receive
from lengthy experiences abroad.
Hosting a foreign officer, meeting a foreign diplomat or
receiving international visitors in our homes may not be
life-changing events for most of us, but taken as a piece of the
greater whole, such activities are important. By participating as Citizen Diplomats (the new buzz word), we get the
justifiable satisfaction of being a part of the solution, rather
than a part of the problem of a national lack of awareness of
our world.
An educator of a century ago wrote that one measure of a well
educated citizen was to be “at home in all lands… and to carry
the keys to the world’s library in one’s pocket”. There are
diverse paths to becoming well educated and there is certainly
no age requirement. So, even without a junior year abroad,
isn’t it nice to see ourselves as life-long learners who are constantly en route to feeling “at home in all lands”?

In Sympathy
Our GKCPTP family expresses deepest sympathy
to Larry and Barbara Dolci at the loss of Larry's
34-year-old daughter, Nicole Marie Dolci. Memorial donations can be made to the American Cancer
Society.

Calendar
Date

Event

Location

Time

4/24/09

Russian cultural event

Park University

5 to 9 p.m

4/27/09

Know Your World - Sweden

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

3:30 p.m.

5/02/09

GKCPTP board retreat

Liberty Memorial

10 to 2

5/19/09

International Hall of Fame Induction

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

9:45 a.m.

5/29/09

Sponsor Recognition, Class 09-01

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

7 p.m.

6/24/09

Know Your World - Brazil

Lewis/Clark, Ft. Leavenworth

3:30 p.m.

Note: 09-1 Ft. Leavenworth IMS class graduates in June 2009, 09-2 class graduates in December 2009.

Contact Newsletter GKCPTP

President’s Column
In mid-March, our son, Joel, who is studying in Madrid,
visited Turkey with three other friends during Spring
Break. One of the friends, Jorge, graciously offered the
rest the opportunity to stay in Ankara at the home of his
parents. A number of Jorge’s friends from the American school there met up to greet the visiting group from
Madrid. In conversation, a young student, George from
~Francis Bacon, essayist and Sweden asked Joel where he lived in the United States.
philosopher 1627 When Joel replied that he was from Kansas City, the
young man smiled broadly and said that he had spent a
year in Leavenworth while his father was at CGSC in the
s our year begins with the
late 1990’s. An instant kindred spirit developed when
newly elected board, we
Joel explained that his family was involved in the sponknow that the timeless words
sorship program at Fort Leavenworth! Small world,
of Francis Bacon could cerindeed.
tainly serve as a mantra for our organization along with
“peace through understanding.”
Warm regards,						
Pat
Our annual membership meeting was held on March 22.

If a man be gracious and courteous to strangers, it shows he is
a citizen of the world, and that
his heart is no island cut off
from other lands, but a continent that joins to them.

A
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An important business item that was covered was the
membership approval of the motion to discontinue the
Al and Anne Brown student loan fund, adopting instead
the Al and Anne Brown Student Scholarship fund and
the ratification of the bylaws associated with that motion.
The minutes of the 2008 annual meeting were approved
as well.

For the better part of 25 years, Jerry Ward has been involved in the evaluation process of the loan and scholarship candidates. Jerry was recognized along with many in
the audience who have helped with the selection process.
While the loan fund has been discontinued, Jerry and
committee continue to find the time to screen applications for the scholarship fund. On behalf of the chapter… thank you!
The 2009 slate of officers was passed and new board
members, Dan Karp, Jim Malouff and Jane Kohl along
with Kim Nitz, secretary, were introduced. They bring a
variety of experiences that will enhance and complement
the current board. I’m grateful to outgoing board members Bev Londerholm, Terry Smitka, Tom Waggoner,
Gary Lofstrom and Nila Cleaves for their contributions
as well.

Membership Update
N ew member ( s )

Mathevee Perumal
Jill Helsel
Ken and Janet North
Annie Brossard
Zahid and Carrie Awan

R ecruiting member ( s )
Siew Lau
PTPI
Alan and Pam Felton
Barbara Dolci
IMSD

As of April 1, there are 134 active member units. (A
membership unit is an individual, couple, or family who join as one membership.) We want to give a
hearty thank you to those who have paid their dues.
We are still collecting past due memberships, however, and every little bit helps! Please remember that
you are required to be a member in good standing in
order to sponsor an international officer. If you have
not paid your 2009 dues, please pay online at our
website, or mail them to: GKCPTP, PO Box 22365,
Kansas City, MO 64113.

In addition, Jim Malouff presented a project for our
chapter to work with the Jewish Vocational Services.
More details will be presented on this initiative in this
issue.

We eagerly welcome new members and want to get
them involved in our great activities. If you know
someone who is interested, you can mention the website with information, an application and dues payment options. (www.gkcptp.org). You can also let me
know of their interest. I will be glad to contact them,
provide them with our membership brochure, and
answer any questions that you or they might have.

A new class of officers will be arriving in June; please
consider the sponsorship program….golden opportunities await. I’ll end with the following example of such an
opportunity.

Regards,
Karen Haber
816-741-9518
karen@kchaber.com

www.gkcptp.org

New Board Ushered in
A big welcome to new board members and secretary!

Dan Karp

A native of Brooklyn, New York, Dan Karp knows first-hand
the life of a military officer. He served
in the Air Force in various state-side
assignments, in addition to stints in
Korea, Japan and Vietnam.
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After retirement, Dan utilized his
expertise in material management
to work for such companies as Gallo
Wines, Revlon, and Caswell and
Massey, among others, before
moving to Kansas City to work for Devine Design.
Dan retired from Devine Design in 1993.
Between them, Dan and his wife, Rosemary, have 5 married
children and 10 grandchildren. They enjoy spending time
with family and playing tennis. They are currently sponsoring
International officers from their 29th country. In addition,
Dan is a docent for the Nelson Atkins Museum of Art. Dan
has served on previous boards and committees, including
serving as the administrator for the loan fund for many years.

Jim Malouff

Jim is president of his own company.
Prior to going into business on his
own in 1982, he was associated with
the Kansas City Star Advertising
Department, Hallmark Cards, and
was president of the Eugene D.
Brown Company, one of the largest
independent residential/commercial
brokerage firms in the Midwest.
Jim has been involved in citizen
diplomacy, humanitarian, and other
international activities for many years.
He is a member of several international organizations, serving in both leadership and committee capacities. Recently
Jim was responsible for the creation of the Grand Boulevard
of the Americas flag project in downtown Kansas City. In
2008 he was recognized by the United Nations Association
of Kansas City as its World Citizen of the Year. He has been
recognized by the Sister City Association of Kansas City, Sister Cities International, and was the recipient of the People
to People International Chairman’s Award in 2005. He has
previously served on the Board of Trustees of PTPI and as a
board committee member.
Jim has traveled to over 22 countries and territories. He enjoys travel, reading, walking, music, sports, and the movies.
Contact Newsletter GKCPTP

Jane Kohl
While moving all over the Midwest during her childhood,
little did Jane Kohl realize that it might be preparation for a
love of travel as an adult. Being a new
board member of GKCPTP seems to
be a natural extension of this interest.
Jane and her husband (outgoing board
member Tom Waggoner) have put
many stamps on their passports since
meeting in 1983. Italy and France
probably contributed the most. Jane
has studied the Spanish language since
high school years and has attempted
to learn French and Italian the last 10
years. It was through her connection with Sonia Eichenwald
as her Italian teacher that she and Tom learned about People
to People.
Getting to know several of the international military officers
has broadened their interests in being volunteer ambassadors
for the United States of America. It is of great importance to
Jane that citizens of other countries get to know and better
understand actual US citizens rather then depend on current
events in the world to develop their ideas about who we are
here.
Jane’s “day job” is interior designer. She attended Iowa State
University, graduating in 1972 with a B. A. in Applied Art/
Interior Design. From 1983-1990, she held several positions
in the American Society of Interior Designers, locally and nationally. She had also been a member of the March of Dimes
board of directors in Kansas City since 1982 and received the
National March of Dimes Distinguished Volunteer Service
Award in 2001.

Kim Nitz

Kim has always had a great passion for all things international. Beginning with French class in junior high, she has been
an avid fan of international travel, food, and meeting people
from around the world. Growing up in Hutchinson, Kansas,
Kim visited Europe with her French class at 17, seeing nine
countries in 22 days, and has continued traveling whenever
possible! Kim graduated from KU
with a business degree and then lived
in Denver, Dayton, and ultimately
Chicago for ten years, where a career
in association management allowed
her to work internationally.
After moving to Kansas City from
Chicago, Kim and her husband, Joel,
heard about and attended the Gary
(continued on next page)

Sinise Lieutenant Dan Band concert, co-sponsored by People
to People, and immediately knew this organization would be
perfect for their family. Their first year of IMS hosting last
year was a fantastic experience, and the family enjoys all the
diverse cultures and people they have met through this great
program. Kim is excited to be joining the GKCPTP board
this year!
Kim and Joel live in Overland Park and have two children –
Annabelle 6 ½, and Jackson, almost 5. They love People to
People also, having met fantastic young friends through IMS
hosting - currently a Slovenian family.

Entertaining Officers

I

n the cold weather, there are several inside gyms and playgrounds, such as Pump It Up in Shawnee Mission, where
you can meet your IMS family with children. Surrounded by
its many inflatable jumping areas, it's a perfect spot for the
kids to play while the adults converse.
Find a fun nearby trail to take the kids on a nature walk.
Weston is close to Leavenworth and has such nice areas for
walking and exploring at Weston Bend State Park. And you
can stop at the Weston Red Barn Farm to see the farm animals and enjoy the in-season produce.
Invite your hosted family to watch your children or grandchildren play sports - our IMS family really enjoyed seeing the
young children's soccer teams in action.
Go swimming! It's something that connects the young and
old - even if you're just watching. We have had fun taking a
picnic lunch or dinner and going for an afternoon or evening
swim at our neighborhood pool.
In the fall, visit one of the great pumpkin patches that Kansas
City has to offer. We had a ball last year with our hosted family - especially when treated to pig races at a pumpkin patch
in Missouri and trying to explain what in the world pig races
had to do with Halloween! There is so much for kids to do at
these, while running around in the fresh air.
Celebrate Thanksgiving together - even if it's before or after
the official turkey day. We had a great time sharing traditional American Thanksgiving, while the officers brought
their traditional favorite desserts! And it's a great time to
celebrate the wonderful friendships you have made with your
officer and family.
Thanks to the Nitz family for sharing their comfortable - and
inexpensive - success stories. Do you have additional ideas?
Please send them to jrcbarrett@aol.com.

PTPI Landmine Eradication Effort
Joan Barrett

I

magine living on the edge of a landmine-infested field,
marked with innocuous colored stakes signifying the critical line between safe and deadly steps. While we are privileged to look out our windows at miles of rolling Kansas &
Missouri hills, imagine families whose front porches face a
landscape of potentially lethal mounds of earth.
On Sunday, February 8, PTPI’s Cindy Spake talked with a
room full of Kansas Citians about People to People International’s partnership with the HALO Trust. For three years
in Sri Lanka and more recently in Cambodia along its
border with Thailand, workers supported by PTPI funds
have been involved in clearing those minefields. Cindy
told stories about the victims they met, the eradication programs they observed, and the striking beauty of the countries
in which these landmines are buried.
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Kim, Joel, Annabelle & Jack Nitz

GKCPTP/PTPI Joint
Programming: 		

Through PTPI’s International Friendship Fund, 100% of donated dollars are used for education; aftercare; and the eradication of these discarded weapons of war that continue to prey
on innocent citizens long
after the wars have ended.
Historically a slow and
laborious process, a new
mine clearing device, the
HSTAMIDS, decreases
the time and danger in
finding and removing the
mines. People to People
International is the first
US NGO to fully support the use of these new
“smart detectors” which
has increased productivity
by 500% in some areas.
Thousands of lives are
being spared through this
work. Thanks to generous donors, the work will continue. If
you’d like to help, please navigate to www.ptpi.org and click
the “Donate” option.

Order your Flags Today
As soon as you find out what country you’re sponsoring for
next year, jump on the GKCPTP website to order your new
country’s flag. What a welcome sight you’ll be at the airport,
waving that family’s flag (alongside our own flag, of course).
You can’t beat the price ($3.75 per flag) or the quick delivery!
www.gkcptp.org

www.gkcptp.org

A World of 			
Sponsorship

S

ince the last edition of CONTACT, the international military students in Class 09-2 kicked off their academic year
with a Flag Ceremony in beautiful Eisenhower Auditorium,
Lewis & Clark Center, Ft. Leavenworth. What an impressive
display of international flags, officers (and families)!
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Although Class 09-2 has just begun its studies, GKCPTP
is already preparing for the arrival of the 10-1 international
class members, including invitees from 62 countries. Don’t
miss the opportunity to be a Kansas City sponsor for one of
these students. If you’re not sure your name is in the “hopper”
for matching as a sponsor for this class arriving in June 2009,
please contact Sharon Valasek at svalasek@kc.rr.com or
816.213.5847.

Top Ten Reasons to
Become and Remain a
GKCPTP Member
10 You’ll learn to smile in MANY different languages.
9 You’ll walk in the shadow of President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
8 You’ll know the globe like the back of your hand and will
be able to identify even the most obscure countries.
7 Because of #8, your children (and grandchildren) will win
the Geography Bee in their schools!
6 You’ll become an ambassador for our United States of
America.
5 You’ll have friends to stay with in almost every corner of
the world.
4 You’ll beam with pride when “your” international officer is
introduced.
3 You’ll meet some of the most interesting people in Kansas
City!
2 You’ll meet some of the most interesting people in the
WORLD!
1 You’ll build a sustainable bridge across cultures.

PTPI Americas Regional Meeting and
2009 Board of Trustees Meeting
Catch the spirit and attend Americas Regional
Meeting and PTPI's Annual Board of Trustees
Meeting from:
•

September 3 to September 5, 2009 (U.S. Labor
Day Holiday Weekend) at the Westin Casuarina Hotel, Casino & Spa in Las Vegas, Nevada
USA!

•

Three days of activities are offered to our
trustees, chapter officers, chapter members and
interested PTPI friends.

Spend Labor Day weekend with your PTPI friends
from across the Americas! Visit www.ptpi.org or
contact Karen Hoch at karenh@ptpi.org for more
information.
Contact Newsletter GKCPTP

Park University Student Chapter at OIC
Twenty-two Park University People to People students
volunteered at the Operation Iraqi Children (OIC)
warehouse in Kansas City in February and March. This
humanitarian activity is part of People to People Chapter
activities at Park University. During its visit in February,
the PTP team assembled 1,368 school kits, during just
three hours of volunteer work. Students anticipate the
event becoming a Park University tradition, with a once a
month visit to the OIC warehouse.

GKCPTP’s Annual
Meeting

W

hat happens when a dedicated group of world-savvy
“ambassadors” meets an even more dedicated group of
international students? Excitement! Friendship! Fun!
The Greater Kansas City People to People Chapter’s annual
meeting was a dynamic combination of business, entertainment and wonderful international food. Held March 22 at
Park University’s Thompson Commons Student Center, Pat
Burnett led the annual meeting and presentation of the new
board.
Chinese fan dance
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After a great meal of international favorites, the Park University student chapter of People to People presented some
very talented student entertainment, ranging from rhythmic
African dances to a spectacular violin solo. It’s obvious that
these students have brought both their academic talents and
their international flair with them from home!

Cristian Fatu plays the violin

Many thanks to Candice McField and Linda Jacobs for
coordination of this great event. Thanks also to Simona Cibotaru and Amiran Gelashvili from Park University’s PTPI
Chapter for coordinating all the entertainment.

Simona Cibotaru and Fabio
Garcia demonstrate Brazilian
dance

New GKCPTP board

Karen Haber and Candice McField

President Patricia Burnett addresses member attendees

www.gkcptp.org

